Saint Andrew School Board

1710 W. Addison Street - Chicago, IL 60613 - 773-248-2500 - www.gosaintandrew.com

Minutes — March 10, 2026

Present: Dan Bansley, Sara Casavechia, Alli Duffy, Shanna Ely, Russell Huxhold,
Fr. Hank Lyon, Patrick Murphy, Brian Pokorny, Katie Schwartzers, Sandra
Villareal, Emily Young, Phil Zepeda

Absent: Zach Christensen, Rachel Rimstidt, Sandra Villareal, Katie Wolf

NO QUORUM - NO VOTES TO BE HELD

Called to order at 7:00pm

Opening Prayer
Administrative

o February minutes approved
e Documentation Discussion
o Update on School Snapshot
m Final review of materials with Fr. Hank, Parish Finance Committee and
Sarah

Primary Discussion

o Update on Building Facilities (part of Community and Campus)
m Busy events season — Wearin’ the Green, Fish Frys, and basketball
m Facilities meeting had historically focused on bigger projects; slowed,
but relaunched; kick off meeting 3/3/26; needs membership
m Current projects not run through committee:
e Mechanical projects — boiler update and repairs, streamlined
maintenance
e Lighting — cameras went in, lighting in process; quotes received,
close to decision making process (likely to not run through
Parish facilities committee)
o Cross lighting on Parish Center

Saint Andrew School Board March 2026 Minutes Spirit. Study. Service.



m School bathrooms — 5/6 bathrooms to be addressed
e Partition replacements, tiles, fixtures
m  Gym resurfacing (fall)
o Push to improve facilities via volunteer efforts
Committee Discussions
o Enrollment and Marketing Report
m No report
m Tours: 4 families showed up today; 5 private tours since last meeting;
4/16 evening group tour
o Budget and Finance Report
m No report
e Zach was not present
o Community and Campus Report
m No report
o School Administration Report
m Report attached
e Highlights
o Cubs donated $25K with a pre-meeting about Earth Day
event at Wrigley / middle schoolers to be invited
o First Reconciliation, 3/11
o History Fair, 3/12
o lrrigation for front bushes and landscaping
o Eagle Scout projects: little library; gangway
beautification; safety box / pollinator garden; picnic tables
for outdoor classroom
o Summer camp registration opens 3/11 at 9am; Adventure
Camp recruiting well, more space available
o Calendar in review with Arch
o Add a review to Yelp, Niche, Private School Review
o Book Club, 4/14 (before the Board meeting): Keeping
kids safe around technology, parent-written, author will
be present.
o Parish Report
m Lent
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e Friday evening, 3/13 — Night of Mercy with sister, Eucharistic
Adoration and Confession with street evangelization with
religious sisters.

e Friday evening, 3/20 — Stations of the Cross

e Friday evening, 3/27 — Fish Fry

e Holy Week

m Capital Campaign Update

e “Generation to Generation” / o campaign 9-10 years a

o Goal: $300M for Archdiocese / Cardinal will take on
fundraising $100M himself / over 5 years
o Wave 4: Saint Andrew / $580K
m Focal areas: seminary education; priest retirement
and medical assistance / health plans; spiritual
renewal; and struggling parishes
o Back to Saint Andrew around a case for support (50%
stays with Saint Andrew); past goal (80% / 20%)
o Silent: May into August / Public: September-December
e New Business
o None
e Next Meeting
o Tuesday, April 14

Meeting adjourned: 7:52pm
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School Administration Report
March 10, 2026

Community and Campus

e The Cubs organization has generously committed $25,000 toward the bathroom
renovation project.

e We are also working with the Cubs to explore a student volunteer opportunity at Wrigley
Field. Unfortunately, the date set by the Cubs conflicts with the 8th-grade Washington,
D.C. trip. We will take other middle schoolers.

e The Irish Dance performance on March 8 was very well attended and a wonderful
celebration of community and culture.

e The WTG event on March 7 was another opportunity to strengthen school spirit and
community engagement.

o The Dad’s Group has developed strong energy and engagement. I continue meeting with
members to determine how the group can best support both the school and parish
community.

Instruction

e Science Night (Grades 4, 6, and 8) on February 19 was a success and showcased student
learning and inquiry.

e History Fair (Grades 5 and 7) will take place on March 12, highlighting student research
and presentation skills.
e Report cards were distributed on March 6.

e Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on February 12 and provided meaningful
opportunities for collaboration between families and teachers.

o Upcoming professional development for staff will focus on:

o “Making Morning Work Work for You” — strategies for maximizing instructional
minutes.

O “Clear Targets, Clear Results” — strengthening clarity around learning objectives.



Student Support Services

e The 8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip is coming together well this year. We are
partnering with a new tour company to support the experience.

e A parent meeting for 8th grade families will be held on March 24 to review trip details
and answer questions. We will also discuss planning for their EOY celebrations and
events

Facilities
e The bathroom renovation project received a significant boost with a $25,000 contribution
from the Cubs, helping move the project forward.

e Fund a Need- all bathrooms should benefit through the generosity of WTG supporters-
thank you!
Enrollment and Marketing

e Summer Camp Registration

o Traditional two-week summer camp registration opens March 11.
o Totus Tuus registrations is open.
o Summer Adventure Camp registration is open- As of March 5, weekly
registrations range between 12—18 students.
m Advertising in the community, including summer camp booklets such as
Macaroni Kid.

e Fish Fry Marketing

o School marketing materials and summer camp flyers were distributed during Fish
Fry I and will be available again at Fish Fry II.

e Upcoming Enrollment Events
o Prospective Parent Open House: April 16 at 6:00 PM
o Kindergarten Signing Event: April 16 at 3:00 PM

o Northcenter Easter Marketing Event: April 14 (volunteers appreciated)

o Gretchen is working on summer marketing opportunities- we will need
volunteers!

Special Events



e First Reconciliation: March 11

e Sports Banquet: March 26
e Spring Break: March 16-20
e 5th and 6th Grade Parent Coffee: April 15
e Teacher Appreciation Week: April 13—17 (planning underway with SAPO)
e Parents as Partners Event: April 14 at 5:30 PM
o School book club discussion of Navigating Our Families Through Technology,
with Emily leading the conversation. book link here

e First Communion: May 2

e First Communion Reception run by 3rd and 4th grade families: May 2

Athletics
e The basketball season has concluded with many successful teams.

e Championship teams were recognized in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8, reflecting strong
participation and student-athlete dedication.

e The volleyball and track season is underway
Looking Ahead

o The 20262027 school calendar has been finalized and is expected to receive approval
soon.

o The schedule will follow a structure similar to recent years:
©  One week for Thanksgiving

o  Two weeks for Christmas

o Spring Break is projected for the week following Easter

e Key dates will be shared with families once final approval is received, hopefully before
Spring Break.

How Can You Help?
e Did you write a review?



https://www.niche.com/k12/saint-andrew-school-chicago-il/#reviews
https://www.greatschools.org/illinois/chicago/4555-St-Andrew-School/review/
https://www.yelp.com/writeareview/biz/ WOoyvA4Ppl2Y6doOAINOVw?return_u
11=%2Fbiz%2FWOoyvA4Ppl2Y6doOAINOVw&review_origin=biz-details-war-
button
https://www.privateschoolreview.com/saint-andrew-school-profile#reviews



