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Minutes – December 9, 2025 

Present: Dan Bansley, Sara Casavechia, Zack Christensen, Alli Duffy, Shanna Ely, 

Russell Huxhold, Patrick Murphy, Brian Pokorny, Rachel Rimstidt, Katie 

Wolf, Phil Zepeda 

Absent:  Fr. Hank Lyon, Katie Schwartzers, Sandra Villareal, Emily Young 

 

Called to order at 7:10pm 

 
● Opening Prayer – Bryan 

● Administrative 

○ Opening Prayer January - Patrick  

○ November and October Minutes-Need Approval 

■ Minutes Approved 

● Documentation Discussion 

○ School Snapshot will be a digital deployment as printing is prohibitive 

○ Phil will continue coordinating design 

○ Provide feedback to test by December 19 

○ Report ready for Super School Sunday  

● Primary Discussion 

○ 2026-2027 Tuition 

○ Zach in conversations with Essie within the Parish front office to determine 

swings in school expenses 

○ Final tuition results will be shared in January meeting (with a recommendation 

to Sarah and Fr. Hank) and released to the community in February 

● Report Discussion 

○ Enrollment and Marketing Report 

■ No report; an update with goals through the 2025-26 academic year 

will be presented in January 

■ Today’s tours: 5 families. 



 

 

○ Budget and Finance Report 

■ Tuition discussion 

○ Community and Campus Report 

■ Report attached 

■ Kickoff meeting is Thursday, December 11 

○ School Administration Report 

■ Report attached 

● Highlights 

○ Christmas Bonus Fund closes 12/12 

○ Catholic High School Entrance Exam -- 24 DCP; 6 

Ignatius 

○ 12 of 77 Illinois State Scholars are SAS graduates 

○ Northside Catholic Elementary School Fair at DCP in 

planning mode 

○ Tree lighting was successful 

○ Parish Report 

■ Fr. Hank Lyon was attending a retreat 

● New Business 

○ No new business 

● Next Meeting 

○ Tuesday, January 13 

 

Meeting adjourned: 8:52pm 
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Administration Report 
Issued: 12.08.2025 

 

1. Staffing & Recruiting 

● Coffee with the Principal was held on November 19 to introduce our new teacher, Ms. 
Molly Byrne, to the parent community. 
 

● Kindergarten room parents and SAPO met with administration to begin planning for the 
Super School Social on January 24. 
 

● Teachers volunteered in Misericordia’s bakery last week; another group is scheduled for 
this week—continuing our commitment to community engagement and service. 
.” 

● Teacher Christmas Bonus collection is open; hard deadline is December 12. 
●  

2. Safety 

● Bus evacuation drill completed; we remain fully up to date on all state-required drills. 
 

● Conflict Resolution training underway in 3rd grade, led by Ms. Marchi in partnership 
with classroom teachers. 
 

● Ongoing monitoring and support for student well-being through Advent Reconciliation 
services (Grades 3–7; 8th grade in January before Confirmation). 
 

3. Academics & Athletics 

Academics 

● First Trimester ended and report cards were issued. 
 

● Positive feedback has been received regarding taking the full week off at Thanksgiving; 
 

● Catholic High School Placement Test (HSPT) results expected in late January. 
 

○ DePaul College Prep: 24 
 



 

 

○ St. Ignatius: 6 
 

○ Loyola Academy: 2 
 

○ Mt. Carmel: 1 
 

○ Did not test Catholic: 2 
 

○ CPS Selective Enrollment results arrive in late February. 
 

● Artist and parishioner Steve Musgrave visited middle school students to discuss his Saint 
Andrew artwork. 
 

● West Point Cadet Liam Wills (SA Class of 2020) spoke to the middle school about Spirit, 
Study, and Service. 

 
● FYI- DePaul Prep had 77 Illinois State Scholars (class of 2026), 12 were SA graduates 

 

● RVN Education Grant was denied  “unusually high number of grant proposals this year 

Athletics 

● Biddy Basketball registration is open; games begin January 4. 
 

● Basketball seasons are underway for grades 4–8. 
 

● Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest is scheduled for December 14 at 12pm. 
 

4. Recruitment 

● Student Council’s annual Food Drive was our most successful to date. Grocery gift cards 
were collected; several were donated to the Common Pantry, and some were retained for 
school family and parishioner emergencies. 
 

● SAPO’s Santa’s First Stop event was a strong success with prospective families; SAPO is 
confident that next year will have larger numbers 
 

● The Northside Catholic Schools Elementary Fair will be held January 22 from 5–7pm at 
DePaul College Prep Commons with about 20 schools attending. Gretchen Kren is 
leading our participation, and the Archdiocese is supporting advertising. 

● Bulldog Buddies- rebranding to Saint Andrew Early Learners- a Preschool Preparatory Class. 
Classes starting in late January 
 

5. Marketing & Community Engagement 
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● Parents’ Night Out at RVP raised $1,200 for the Teacher Appreciation Fund. 
 

● Operation Big Christmas Tree was a big success, thanks to Gretchen Kren, supporting 
parents, and a Chamber donation. 
 

● The Tree Lighting drew approximately 35 attendees despite challenging weather. 
 

● Website relaunch planned for early January. Several members of the School Board 
Marketing Committee to review the site before it goes live. 
 

● Ongoing Advent activities across the school community. 
 

● Christmas Shopping Days scheduled for December 11–12. 
 

● Wearin’ the Green (WTG) kickoff meeting scheduled for December 11. 
● Scheduling a speaker on drug education for middle school (paid for with Running of the 

Bulldogs 5K funds) 
● Scheduling a speaker for students in early February (paid for with Running of the 

Bulldogs funds) with the following message: 
○ Why kindness and respect are important 
○ Bullying: What it is and what it is not 
○ The myth of "Just Joking" 
○ The difference between bystanders and up-standers 
○ The power of words / Think before you speak 
○ Everyone is different and being different makes you great 
○ The importance of positive self-talk 
○ Anything is possible with a "Never Give Up" attitude 
○ The myth of the "overnight success" 

6. Upcoming Events & Activities 

December 

● December 12 – Littlest Star Performance (Kindergarten), 2pm 
 

● December 14 – Family Mass, 9am 
 

● December 14 – Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest, 12pm 
 

● December 16 – 2A Arthur Play at 8:45am, 2B at 9:45am 
 

● December 17 – ECE Christmas Concert, 11am in Auditorium 
 

● December 18 – Christmas Concert (Grades 1–8), 6:30pm in Church 
 



 

 

● December 19 – 3rd Grade Christmas Story, 10am in Church 
 

● December 19 – Dismissal for Christmas Break, 3pm 
 

January 

● January 6 – Classes resume at 8am 
 

● January 14–15 – iReady Winter Benchmark (Math) 
 

● January 21–22 – iReady Winter Benchmark (Reading) 
 

● January 24 – Super School Social 
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Community and Campus December Summary 
Issued: 12.09.25 

● Top Level KPIs: 

○ Events Held and attendance since last meeting: 

■ Santa’s First Stop by SAPO 

■ Student Council Food Drive ran the week of Nov. 10. 

■ Parents Night Out at RVP on Nov. 19 very well attended 

■ Christmas Tree Lighting on Nov. 29 (terrible weather) 

■ Teacher Bonus Campaign opened Dec. 1. 

■ Fall Drama Performances Dec. 6th and 7th. 

● Discussion Items: 

○ None 

● General Updates: 

○ Catholic Identity:  

■ No Updates 

○ Facilities: 

■ Gym needs and requests assessed with Mr. Pope 

■ Boiler Repairs Completed 

■ Boiler Chemical Treatment Started 

■ Exterior Lighting Quotes Stalled 

○ SAPO  

■ Public Meeting held on 11/8  

○ People are Partners –  

■ No Updates 

○ Sports  

■ Basketball Season is underway 

○ Legislative 

■ No updates 

● Upcoming Events: 



 

 
 

Saint Andrew School Board  C&C September  Spirit. Study. Service.  

○ December 10th - -- WTG Kickoff Meeting 

○ December 11 — School Shopping Days 

○ December 15th – Giving Tree Collection 

○ January 4th --- Biddy Basketball Begins 

○ January 20 — Early Learners Starts 

○ January 22 – Baby Bulldogs Playgroup Starts 
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